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Career Center Chatter 
Career Center High School 

Building Catapults . . . 
 

     The first annual Junkyard Wars competition between the CCHS 
advisories was held on Friday, October 6th.  The competition, which 
was an integrated project using history, math, English, presentation 
skills, art, and construction, required that each team build a catapult.  
The catapult had the purpose of throwing a softball with both distance 
and accuracy.  The advisories had to create the design, while keeping 
this purpose in mind.        
     The advisories also had to design a team banner which displayed 
the team name with clarity.  Another phase of the competition included 
designing a poster which chronicled the catapult design and building, 
as well as the cost of completing the project.  Each advisory was 
given a budget of $50 to complete the project.  The last phase of the 
competition was a presentation.  Two students from each advisory 
explained their design 
and what problems they 

had to overcome to complete the project. 
     The catapult competition was held on the football field at Hudson 
Middle School.  Eighth graders were interactive participants receiving 

free prizes and actually 
shooting the softballs 
from the winning cata-
pult.   
     Advisory winners 
were: 
 
Banner:  Shake and  Bake 
Poster:     Icebreakers 
Presentation: Shake and   
                Bake 
Distance:  Cheetos 
Accuracy: Raptors 
 

The grand champions for this first Junkyard Wars competition was the 
Shake and Bake Advisory.  However, there are three more competi-
tions this year.  So, the Shake and Bake Advisory will get to keep the 
perpetual plaque until the next competition.   
     A special thank you to Mr. Jeff Church, Principal of Hudson Middle 

School for allowing the catapult competition to be held at his school.  Mr. Stan Vines, Electrical Technology Instruc-
tor, served as Master of Ceremonies.  Mr. Grayson Beane, English Instructor, explained the entire catapult competi-
tion to the eighth grade audience.  A special thank you to local businesses Bank of Granite, Blue Ridge Electric, 
Price’s Automotive, and Quest 4 Life for providing the free prizes for the eighth grade audience.  Ms. Pat Triplett of 
the Caldwell County Education Foundation, Mr. Brandon McCann of the Caldwell County Chamber of Commerce, 
and Mr. Ron Jackson of the Lenoir News Topic served as the Junkyard Wars judges. 
     The second Junkyard Wars competition will be held in December.  Please stay tuned . . . will it be derby cars, a 
culinary competition, windmills, water pumps, etc.?  Just what will the second Junkyard Wars competition 
be?  Advisories, are you up for the challenge?  Can you take that perpetual plaque from the Shake and 

The Raptors Advisory members  
Cameron C., Tiffany B., and Mark R.  

work intently on their banner. 

The Icebreakers pause for a picture.  

Allison R., along with Mark R. present 
Shake and Bake’s speech as Tara W., 

Robert C., and Lacey B. look on. 
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Students Visit Fort Defiance! 
 

     On Friday, September 22nd, the Career Center High School students 
visited Fort Defiance during their annual Living History Days.  Volunteers 
presented programs in spin-
ning, weaving, and dyeing.  
They also demonstrated 
candle making, cooking, and 
camp life.  The students 
were also able to take a tour 
of the restored 1792 home of 
General William Lenoir.  The 
house contains over 300 
pieces of original furnishings 
and historical artifacts.   
     Ms. Tonia Olson, US His-
tory instructor at CCHS,   
organized this field trip to 
encourage the students to 
appreciate the history of 
Caldwell County.  She also 
requested that the Living His-
tory volunteers direct their 

presentations to the technology available in the late 1700s.  The image 
to the right shows Cody V. and Travis M. evaluating the way that their 
ancestors made cornmeal for their families, which took five hours to pre-
pare one meal.  What a difference from our fast-food lives of today! 
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October  
Birthdays! 

Timothy B. 
Max B. 
Lee M. 
Misty J. 
Bryant L. 
Kia W. 
Brandon M. 
Joshua S. 
Thomas T. 
 

October 3 
October 4 
October 5 
October 6 
October 6 
October 12 
October 13 
October 13 
October 15 

 

Bradley T. 
Andrew S. 
Anthony R. 
Jonathan E. 
Allison R. 
Danyell R. 
Jose H. 
Chris M. 

October 17 
October 18 
October 20 
October 21 
October 24 
October 25 
October 29 
October 29 

Students enter General Lenoir’s home. 

Robbie directs the oxen  
to their next  destination. 

PAC Elects Officers 
 

     The Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) met for the first time on 
Tuesday, October 3rd.  Crystal Swanson facilitated the meeting.  The 
first order of business was the election of officers.  The following par-
ents will serve as 2006-2007 PAC Officers: 
 

Chairman: Mary Beth Cardwell 
 Treasurer: Satin Whisnant 
 Secretary:  Karen Mikeal 

 

     Other items discussed included the creation of committees for 
SkillsUSA, EOC Proctors, Business Mentors, and Business Partners.  
The next PAC meeting will be on Tuesday, November 14th at 7:00 in 
Room J246.   

REMINDERS!! 
 

Washington Trip 
Second Deposit of $100 

Due Monday, October 16th! 

Caldwell County Schools 
Community Board Meeting 
West Caldwell High School 

October 23rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Theatre 
Career Center High School will be one of 

the featured schools!  Please join us! 



                   SkillsUSA 2006-2007 
 

     Morning Officers of the CCHS SkillsUSA 
organization have been meeting on Wednesdays 
after school to practice the meeting opening and 
closing ceremonies.  The membership drive has also been a topic of 
discussion.  Dues need to be collected by October 24th.  Two levels of 
membership have been decided upon:  $15.00 for a full membership which 
allows the student to participate in competitions at the regional, state and 
national levels and $5.00 for a lunch and meeting membership, as well as 
participate in local activities.  Financial assistance is available for students that 
need help with the dues.  The goal is to have 100% participation at CCHS. 
     We look forward to watching all of the SkillsUSA members compete at the 

regional, state, and national events in the near future.      
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Visit CCHS’s website at http://cc.caldwellschools.com for the latest news! 

CCHS Home Builders 
Student Association 

      
     The first meeting of the CCHS Home 

Builders Student Association was held on Tuesday, October 10th.  The students 
organized the club and elected officers.  They also worked on their first community 
service project.  They packed up all of the excess clothing in the Construction room to send to a clothing bank in 
West Virginia. 

Members of this club attended the Caldwell County Homebuilder’s Association on Thursday,      October 
12th at 6:30.  Mr. Jesse Fox and Mr. Mike Winn are serving as co-advisors for this new club. 

Career Center House Almost Under Roof! 
 

     The second-year Residential Construction students have been hard 
at work on the fourth Career Center House.  Over the last three weeks, 
the walls have been built, the front porch has been poured, and the 
trusses have been set.  The second-year Electrical and Industrial Pip-
ing  students are getting ready to install the wiring and piping for the 
house.  The house is now under roof.  Windows and doors will be in-
stalled by the end of next week.  The backfill and grading work will also 
be completed next week.   
     The house, located on Buck Shoals Circle in the Deer Creek subdi-
vision, will have three bedrooms, two full baths, a living room, a 
kitchen, a full basement with an ample storage area, and a two-car  
garage with additional storage.  An additional third bath can be installed 

in the basement if the fu-
ture owner would like for it 
to be finished.    
     The Caldwell County 
Education Foundation pro-
vides the support needed 
to make the Career Center 
house a reality.  The tar-
geted completion date for 
the 2006-2007 house is 
February 2007. 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Reporter 

Billy M. 
Lauren G. 
Dorothy A. 
Bonnie S. 

Office Officer 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Reporter 
Parliamentarian 
Historian 
Recruiter 

Billy M. 
Mitch M. 
Lacey B. 

Lauren G. 
Brittany S. 
Zachary F. 

Jose H. 
Daniel S. 

Office Officer 

Building the walls . . .  

Pouring the front porch . . .  The trusses being set . . .  



Learning to  
Present! 

 

     The afternoon 
students in Mrs. 
Pennell’s, Mrs. Hat-
field’s, and Mrs. 
Ramsey's classes 
combined to hear a 
seminar by Mr. 
Beane, English Instructor, on presentation skills.  He 
talked to the students about engaging the audience 
without boring them.  He also gave them pointers on 
their PowerPoint slides.   
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Line Art 
 
     After the catapult competition, a great lunch from 
Arby’s, and a long walk home, the students were 
treated to an afternoon of art lessons – line art – to be 
exact.  In this combination of math and art, students 
started by creating a polygon and then filling some or 
all of the corner angles with cob-webs of lines.  When 
completed, the cob-webs take on a three-dimensional 
look and 
the effect 
is pleas-
ing, even 
for the 
artistically 
c h a l -
lenged. 
     This 
line art 
was cre-
ated by 
Aaron Stamper. 

Industrial Piping News 
 

     Industrial Piping II and III classes began the year by remodeling their classroom to make it more space efficient. 
A new storage room has been constructed to house all of the tools and equipment needed in this program.   
     These second-year students have also just completed the underground piping for South Caldwell High School’s 
new restrooms at the stadium.  These bathrooms will be used for football games, baseballs games, and the 
graduation ceremony.  The building includes nine toilets, five lavatories for women and five toilets and four urinals 
for men.  The students also set two floor drains and ran water lines underground to the lavatories to be roughed-in 
later in the project.  This was a great learning experience for the students and a lasting landmark for South Caldwell 
High School. 

Bar-B-Q Fundraiser  
 

Friday, October 20th, 11:00-1:00, 
Career Center High School 

Take-out only 
Includes:  Bar-B-Q, slaw, beans, chips and roll for $6 

 

Please call 828.759.4640 to place your order!  Thank 
you for your support!  These funds will be used for    

Career Center High School students participating in 
SkillsUSA state and national competitions. 

Sign-up sheets are available on the CCHS website: 
http://cc.caldwellschools.com  

New Technology Club 
Formed! 

 

     The Information Technology students 
have presented a proposal for a new technology club.  
This Tech Club met on Friday, September 29th to dis-
cuss the organization and purpose of the club.  Please 
watch for flyers announcing the next meeting date!   

Communications Workshops 
 

     Communications Workshops will begin next week. 
These workshops will focus on both reading and lan-
guage skills. One workshop meets on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 2:40 until 4:30 and will be taught by 
Mrs. Phyllis Biggerstaff.  The second workshop meets 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:40 until 4:30 and 
will be taught by Mr. Joel Carroll.  A note will be sent 
home to identify the workshop to be attended by which 
students. 
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Higher Standards for EOCs 
 

     The content for End Of Course (EOC) tests and the standards for scoring have historically been lower in North 
Carolina than in most other states.  That is about to change.  This school year students will take redesigned EOC 
exams in Algebra 1, Algebra 2 and Geometry.  These exams will require the students to use higher-level thinking 
skills to answer questions.  That will make it more difficult for students to guess the correct answer or eliminate 
incorrect answers on the multiple choice tests.  Additionally, the scoring of the exams will be changed.  What was 
considered “passing” – a Level 3 score – could now become a Level 2 under the new standards. 
     The case for raising the standards is solid. “Among students with ‘3s’ on eighth-grade tests, about half didn’t 
pass their ninth-grade EOCs.  But about 95 percent of the eighth-graders who made ‘4s’ passed the ninth-grade 
tests” (Pam Kelly, the Charlotte Observer). 
     “In 2004-2005, half of North Carolina’s 2004 high school graduates who enrolled in NC community colleges had 
to take at least one ‘developmental’ course in English, reading or math”  (Pam Kelly, the Charlotte Observer). 
     When the scores come out this year, parents, students, teachers and administrators could be in for a shock.   
Expect scores to drop.   “Fewer students are likely to pass, and more schools could face sanctions under the 
federal No Child Left Behind law”  (Pam Kelly, the Charlotte Observer).  Initially, the new standards will be painful 
but rest assured, the scores will be more meaningful. 

Students Teaching Students 
 

     The second-year Industrial Piping students have been teaching the Introduction to T&I 
(Trade and Industrial) students some of the skills that they have learned in their time at the 
Career Center. The T&I students are from South Caldwell High School.  The T&I students 
have just finished a project that included soldering, brazing, as well as concentrating on 
making the right measurements. The project was a success and the students loved it. 

Web Classes Venture  
Into Debate! 

 

     The Web 110 classes recently watched the video 
"Pirates of the Silicon Valley" and discussed the 
characters.  The main characters involved, of 
course, were Bill Gates (Microsoft) and Steve Jobs 
(Apple).  From this video, the two classes decided 
to venture into a debate to determine WHO has 
been the most instrumental in the history of the PC.  
Mrs.  Pennell's class represented the Bill Gates 
side, while Mrs. Ramsey's class represented Steve 
Jobs.   
     These students prepared information for this for-
mal debate, which took place on  Friday, October 
13th.  Stay tuned for the next edition of The Career 

Center Chatter to see who won the debate!   

Allan D., Bree B., Robbie E., Jose H., and 
Chris A. collate information into a timeline 
on Bill Gates for their side of the debate. 

Workplace Professionalism  
at its Best! 

 

     The Workplace Professionalism class comes to the Career 
Center everyday and learns about the importance of profes-
sional development as well as on-the-job training.  They go to 
work at 1:00 and incorporate all of their skills in the workforce.  
The students work in many different areas.  Some of the com-
panies where the students work include:  Bank of Granite, 
Blue Ridge Electric, Camelot, Lake Hickory Veterinary Hospi-
tal, Linda's Family Salon, and Isenhour Clock Shop.   
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Students Attend Construction Career Day! 
 

     On Tuesday, October 3rd, students from the Residential Construction, Electrical Technology, Industrial Piping, 
and Introduction to T&I classes attended the Fourth Annual Construction Career Day sponsored by Haywood Com-
munity College.    This event was held at the Haywood County Fairgrounds in Waynesville.   
     During this event, our students had hands-on access to power and hand tools utilized by the construction indus-
try and participated in interactive exhibits such as: 

• Rebar tying 
• Tile Setting 
• Pipe bending 
• Welding  
• Brick laying 
• Carpentry 
 
The students also had an 
opportunity to operate 
heavy equipment such as: 

• Skid steers 
• Track hoes 
• Excavators 
• Backhoes 
• Bulldozers 
• Cranes 
 
     Contractor personnel,  
vendors, and university and 
community college repre-
sentatives were available to 
answer questions about 
training and educational op-
portunities for students inter-
ested in pursuing careers in 

the construction industry. 
The future is bright for the construction industry and there is a need for 
skilled crafts people and operator personnel. 
     This proved to be a great learning experience for the students.  One of the favorite features of the day was that 
students were able to “drive” numerous pieces of equipment, including bulldozers, backhoes, and the lifts. 

Lauren G. drives the backhoe. Aaron S. and Lonnie H. experience  
the truck aerial lift. 

Danyell R. also drives the backhoe. The skid steer was one of the favorite 
pieces of equipment for the students. 

Combining  
Construction and 

Technology 
 

     Over the past three weeks, the 
Residential Construction class has 
been using the Punch Pro program 

to learn to read blueprints.  Punch! Professional Home 
Design Suite™ is a home design software package 
that lets the student design all of the critical compo-
nents for a home. This powerful home design capabil-
ity includes foundations, HVAC, electrical, plumbing, 
custom windows, custom roofs, and much, much 
more.  CCHS integrates technology into all classes. 

See You at the 
Pole! 

 

     Zach Ferguson, a student in 
the IT program at CCHS, organ-
ized the “See You at the Pole” 
event on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 27th.  Almost thirty students, 
staff, and parents gathered that 
morning.  Zach led the meeting 
with the lesson—Be Still & 
Know that I am God—the theme 

from the national See You At the Pole organization. 
     See You at the Pole is a student-initiated, student 
organized, and student-led event.   
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Students Ace Assessment Without Pen, Paper, or Computer 
 

     Medical/Health Science students, in Mrs. Hatfield's class, recently gave new meaning to the phrase "apple of my 
eye."  Using Granny Smith apples, grapes, multi-colored icing, celery, and carrots, students designed and created 
their own visual sensory assessment.  Toothpicks bearing labeled flags, identifying the intricate components of the 
ocular nerves and orbital cavities, were placed upon their creations with precision.  As you can "see," the students 
exhibit a "clear vision" of content mastery. 

Allison R. shares her creation  
with Mrs. Walker. 

 

A lovely fruit salad of “eyes” Brittany S. enjoys a 
tasty creation! 

Making It There  (A fiction essay by Lauren G. for an American Studies assignment) 
 

It was early morning; the dew on the grass was glistening in the rising sun, as we awoke from a peaceful 
nights sleep.  Mom and Dad were already packing up camp as my two brothers, George and Joe, and I awoke from 
one of the most peaceful night’s sleep that any of us had experienced in a long time.  I noticed that my brothers 
were starting to stir underneath the covers; therefore, I got up and started to help my parents pack up camp, so that 
we could continue along the trail, the Oregon Trail. 

As my brothers awoke we finished packing and loaded up the camp.  We took off behind another family 
who had camped close by.  We were approaching the Snake River, one of the hardest rivers to attempt a crossing.  
I had heard stories of many adults dying while trying to get across it, and I didn’t want to find out if they were true or 
not.  I just wanted to get across safely with the rest of my family.  When we reached the river I was not the only one 
who was hesitant to go; my dad was hesitant as well.  Stopping briefly before we put the wagon in the water, he 
asked if we were sure we wanted to do this because we could turn back.  After a moment or two we unanimously 
decided to go for it. 

Everything started out fine, but the current became harsher as we moved further away from shore.  We 
were unable to really steer the wagon so the current was doing most of the driving.  Before we realized it the wagon 
was headed straight for a huge rock in the middle of the river.  We grabbed what we could out of the wagon, which 
wasn’t much, and jumped ship.  The moment we abandoned the wagon it hit the rock with such force that it split the 
wagon in half sending all of our supplies down river.  After acknowledging what had just happened, we looked 
around to make sure that everyone was alright, but we couldn’t find George.  We looked around under the top of the 
water, and all around us, yelling and screaming his name.  For about 5 minutes we did this until Mom saw his body 
lying on the other side of the river bank.  By the time my dad had reached him, he had spit out some of the water he 
had swallowed and was starting to wake up on his own. 

At first we were all so happy that George was going to be alright that we completely forgot that we had lost 
all of our supplies and were left with nothing except each other to make it to California.  However, this reality sat in 
rather quickly as it approached six o’clock, forcing us to think about what must be done in order to survive.  Dad 
sent me to take my brothers to get wood and water while they tried to set up a shelter and find food for the night.  
We worked all afternoon to get the shelter up, and we found food a few hours after we started looking.  We had 
found some berries that dad had assured us were not poison.  After finishing what was our dinner Mom and Dad 
told us to try and get some sleep, but for me personally it was one of the hardest things I have ever had to do in my 
entire life.  The trouble from the day just kept running through my head over and over again.  Finally I fell asleep, 
leaving all the troubles from the day behind. 

The following morning I opened my eyes to a new day, one without any rivers to cross and the feeling of 
hope within me.  We gathered what little we had and set out on the trail towards California.  The process of finding 
food, water, wood, and shelter continued daily.  After several weeks of this, we reached what we decided would be 
our new home.  After buying the land, we set out to look for gold and to grow our food to last through the winter.  
After the food was planted we worked on building a house for all of us to live in.  The house was completed a few 
months later right before the winter when the crops came in providing us with food and shelter for the winter.  At this 
point, we knew we had made it. 



October  2006 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

15 
Happy  
     Birthday!! 
Thomas Taylor 

16  
Washington 
Trip Second 
Deposit Due 
$100 

17 
Happy Birthday!! 
Bradley Trivette 
 
CCC&TI Breast 
Awareness 
Workshop, E215 
at 12:00 

18 
Happy Birthday!! 
Andrew Shew 

19 
Presentation of 
Mascot to com-
munity members 

20 
Happy Birthday!! 
Anthony Randall 

 
SkillsUSA BBQ 

Fundraiser 

21 
Happy  
     Birthday!! 
Jonathan        
     Erskine 
Race for the 
Cure—Lenoir-
Rhyne College 

22 
 

23  
Community 
Board Meet-
ing at WCHS 
at 7:00; CCHS 
is one of the 
schools high-
lighted 

24 
Happy Birthday!! 

Allison Reid 
 

Dues for  
SkillsUSA need 
to be turned in 

25 
Happy Birthday!! 
Danyell Riggins 

26 27 
 

28 

November 2006 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
Happy  
     Birthday!! 
Jose Hernandez 
Christopher  
     McGee 

30 
Planning/
Vacation Day 

Student  
Vacation Day 

31 
Happy  

Halloween!! 
 

1 2 
Happy Birthday!! 
Paul Osborne 

3 
Happy Birthday!! 
Joshua  
     Dickenson 
Report Cards 

and Career 
Center Chatter 

Newsletters  
distributed 

Picture Day! 
 
 
 
 

4 

Page 8 

From the Principal’s Desk . . . 
 

     We are off to a great start.  I look forward to the months ahead with this group of fine young 
adults who are already exhibiting great leadership potential in the teamwork activities that we have 
had at the Career Center High School thus far.   
     On October 23rd, CCHS will be participating in the Community Board Meeting at West Cald-
well High School.  This program begins with entertainment at 6:45, school highlights at 7:00, and 

then entertainment ends the program.  Our winning catapult will be highlighted in the second portion of entertainment.  We 
invite all parents and students to attend. 
     School pictures will be taken on Friday, November 3rd.  Also, on November 3rd, students will receive their first report card 
of this school year.   
     On November 20th and 21st, a group of 18 Career Center High School students, with two advisors, will attend the Caldwell 
County Student Leadership Conference.  These students will compete against students from HHS, SCHS, and WCHS for the 
perpetual plaque in events such as Public Speaking, Stage Decorum, and Parliamentary Procedure.  Students will also learn 
proper dining etiquette as well as receive tips on presentation skills.  Students will spend the night on the 20th and only miss 
one day of classes, which will be on the 21st.  Additional information will be forthcoming. 
     As always, if you have any questions/concerns, please do not hesitate to call us, e-mail us, or drop by.  Thanks for your sup-
port. 
                                                 With kindest regards,    ~Debbie Kincaid (759.4638 or dkincaid@cccti.edu) 


