
Leadership Caldwell Visits CCHS! 
 

     On February 21st, members of Leadership Caldwell visited CCHS.  Leadership Caldwell is 
sponsored by the Caldwell County Chamber of Commerce.  Caldwell County leaders partici-
pate in this workshop to learn more about what is happening in Caldwell County.  These lead-
ers toured the Career Center and learned about the career majors that are available to stu-
dents.  Mr. Mike Peake, principal of South Caldwell High School, coordinated this event for the 

Chamber of Commerce.   

The Biltmore House  
Comes Alive! 

 

     We believe that seeing is always better than 
hearing about, so when we heard from Miss Olson 
about the rich people and their homes in this country 
at the turn of the last century, we wanted to see for 
ourselves. Now, we are lucky here in this area that 
right up the road, in Asheville, we have a great 
example of that wealth in the Biltmore House, so on 
Feb. 22, we loaded up the bus and went there to see 
for ourselves. 
     Wow! The Biltmore House is the largest privately 
owned residence in the country. It is so big a person 
almost needs an extra eye to see it all. Mr. 
Vanderbilt wanted a French castle in the middle of 

the Blue Ridge, and he had the money to make it happen. When he built the house, he had a private railroad that 
brought materials right up to the front door. He had so much land that a man on a horse couldn’t get to the boundary 
in less than three days. One man’s job was to check the property line. When he left for work, he’d be gone for two 
weeks. 
     Our construction folks learned about how the house was built. The tour guides explain the process from idea to 
finished product, and the tour includes blue prints, plans, and a scale model of the house. We saw photographs of 
the house in various stages of construction. 
     The house was completed in the early 1900s, so we were surprised to learn that the house was completely 
electric. The Vanderbilt family enjoyed electric light and an electric elevator. The engineers used the French Broad 
River and generators to make electricity, so the family didn’t worry about a monthly electric bill. 
     Most people around Asheville didn’t have indoor plumbing in 1900. When nature called, they headed for the 
outhouse or the great outdoors, but the Vanderbilt family had flushing indoor toilets. The tanks were really high 
above the seat and not directly behind a person as they are now. We were wondering if there was ever a time when 
they had a problem and the water landed on someone’s head. 
     The house has an indoor swimming pool that they heated with steam. Working at the pool was a bad job 
because there was no chlorine. The pool was drained every 5 days and scrubbed before it was refilled. 
     Biltmore House is full of art. The ceiling of the library is one big painting that Mr.Vanderbilt brought from Europe. 
Napoleon’s chess board is on display, and there are so many tapestries hanging on the walls, we can’t remember 
them all. 
     We all found something about the house that related to our CTE program of study. Going to the Biltmore House 
is the kind of thing that the Career Center  High School is all about. We like to learn by doing. Now, we can’t wait to 
go to Washington. 
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Preparing for SkillsUSA State Competition 
 

     CCHS students are currently preparing for the SkillsUSA state competition 
which will be held in Greensboro on April 16-18.  Students at the Career Center 
take this competition very seriously.  Last year alone, ten students won at the state 
level and proceeded to the national level in Kansas City, Missouri to represent 
North Carolina.   

     Four of the Residential Construction Technology students have been practicing for the TeamWorks competition.  
The Career Center has won this state competition for the last seven years.  Team members this year include Louis 
F., Max B., Billy M., and Marc C.  These students practice after school several times a week honing their carpentry, 
electrical, masonry, and plumbing skills.  They also have to learn to work together as a team to complete the project 
with the required specifications and within the time limit provided. 
     For the first time, CCHS will participate in the Quiz Bowl competition. The purpose of the Quiz Bowl event is "To 
test the knowledge of selected team members on various aspects of general academic knowledge, professional 
development, and current events."  Quiz Bowl members consist of Chris A., Robbie E., Lauren G., Michael G., and 
Jose H.  Additional events and student participants include: 

Socks, Socks, and More Socks! 
 

     H u f f m a n 
H o i s e r y 
donated socks 
for computer 
c l e a n i n g 
purposes to 
Mrs. Ramsey’s 
I T  c l a s s .  
Intern Nathan 
B. arranged for 
the pick up of 
the socks and 
d i d  N O T 

expect to receive three large boxes of socks!  Many 
thanks to Huffman Hoisery for their donation! 

Event Student 

Action Skills Kheyvonna G. 
Meaghan S. 

American Spirit Award Tara W. 

Carpentry Eric C. 
Chris C. 
Justin G. 
Jimmy H. 
Jesse H. 
Nick K. 

Matthew L. 
Daniel S. 

Chapter Display Lacey B. 
Ashley I. 

Customer Service Allison R. 
Clifton S. 

Extemporaneous  
Speaking 

Cameron C. 
Zach F.** 

**Zach is also running for 
a state office. 

Event Student 

Job Interview Kalib H. 

Job Skills A Matt C. 

Job Skills B Cody V. 

Math Mark R. 

Medical Math Brittany S. 

Plumbing Michael L. 
Dustin A. 

Newland W. 
Brad T. 

Prepared Speech Allan D. 

Preschool Teaching  
Assistant 

Danyell R. 

Residential Wiring Mitch M. 
Richard W. 

Firefighting Robert C. 

Jesse H. 
Terry T. 
Mark R. 

Michael R. 
Robbie E. 
Matthew L. 

Paul H. 
Jessica B. 
Lacey B. 
Cody P. 
Cody V. 

March 4 
March 6 
March 15 
March 19 
March 20 
March 24 
March 25 
March 29 
March 30 
March 30 
March 31 

February 3 
February 6 
February 7 
February 10 
February 11 
February 12 
February 20 
February 28 

March 1 
March 2 
March 2 

John P. 
Nicholas K. 
 Amye P. 
Tiffany B. 

Newland W. 
Logan G. 
Aaron S. 
James B. 
Robert C. 
Michael L. 
Kiaya C. 

      February/March Birthdays! 

First Annual Caldwell County Safety Fair 
Saturday, March 17th from 10-2 

Caldwell County Fairgrounds 



      A Playhouse for Someone Special! 
 

     A simple gable roof can be built entirely with common rafters. 
However, a carpenter must also know how to lay out and cut hip, 
valley, and jack rafters. These rafters are required when framing 
complex roofs, such as hip roofs and intersecting gable roofs. A 
hip roof forms a raised area, or hip, usually extending from the 
corner of a building diagonally to the ridge board. A valley rafter 
forms a depression in the roof instead of a hip. Like the hip rafter 
it extends diagonally from plate to ridge board. A hip rafter is 
called for only when framing a hip roof, but a valley rafter is 
needed on both hip and gable roofs whenever roof planes inter-
sect. A jack rafter is a shortened common rafter that may be 
framed to a hip rafter, or both.  
     Residential Construction Technology II students Daniel S. and 
Max B. are working on a project that have all the complex rafters 
in a roof that a carpenter or builder must know. This project also 
incorporates all the framing and finishing skills students learn in 

both levels of Residential Construction Technology. Upon completion of this project, a playhouse, it will be sold and 
proceeds will be used for materials for other student projects. 

Introduction to T&I Students  
Complete Projects 

 
     The second semester Introduction to T&I students at 
CCHS have completed several hands-on projects.  These 
part-time students, from South Caldwell High School and 
West Caldwell High School, have created birdfeeders and 
walls that could be used in a playhouse.   
     Prior to the projects, students studied lab safety and the 
proper handling of tools.  Proper measurements are also cru-
cial to all building trades.  Students spent several lessons 
applying the basic “tools of the trade” to problem-based ac-
tivities.  As one student explained, “Mr. Swanson’s class is 
really cool.  I learned a little bit about everything.” 

CCHS Students Participate in  
Hibriten Project! 

 
     Mr. Mike Winn’s second level Residential Construc-
tion Technology students completed the roof and siding 
for the HHS tennis courts bathroom facility.  Mr. Tracy 
Bradshaw, masonry instructor at HHS, and his students 
blocked the building.  Mr. Vines and his Electrical Tech-
nology II students will complete the electrical work; Mr. 
Mike Swanson and his Industrial Piping Technology II 
students will complete the plumbing portion of the build-
ing.  The Industrial Piping students have already com-
pleted the rough-in plumbing activities. 
     Expected completion date of this project is June of 
2007.   Page 3 

 
 

Next PAC (Parent Advisory  
Committee) Meeting! 

Tuesday, March 20th, 2007  
in Room J246, at 7:00 p.m. 

Summer Registration! 
CVCC—March 20th 
CCC&TI—April 2nd 



From the  
Principal’s Desk . . . 
 
     We are currently working on 
the students’ programs of study 
for next year to make sure that 

they align with their career plans as well as their post-
secondary goals.  Some students have expressed inter-
est in attending summer school to earn additional col-
lege credits.  This is a possibility, but please remember 
that those will be taken without tuition waiver and with-
out textbook fee assistance.  If you have specific ques-
tions, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Williams or 
me.  We will be setting up the second PEP meetings 
very shortly.   
 With kindest regards,               ~Debbie Kincaid  

March/April  2007 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

18 19 
   
Happy Birthday, 

Tiffany B.! 

20 
Cooperative Advi-
sory Meeting from 

11:30-1:00 at 
ECHS  

  

AMP—Grand 
Opening at 5:00  

 

PAC Meeting at 
7:00 in J246 

  

Happy Birthday, 
Newland W.! 

21 
Principal’s Meeting 

from 9:00-12:00  

22 
FAST FOOD 

DAY! 
  

Recruitment: 
SCHS—11:05-

11:25— 
Meeting in  
Advisories 

 

Third-nine 
weeks ends 

 

23 
Planning/ 

Vacation Day 
Students MUST 
attend college 

classes. 
  

CCS Employment 
Fair, 10-12, 

1-3 
  

ECHS Golf  
Tournament 

24 
Judy Tanuta 

and Etta 
May at the 

Broyhill 
Civic Center 

at 7:30 
  

Happy 
Birthday, 
Logan G.! 

25 
Happy 

Birthday, 
Mr. Vines! 

  
Happy 

Birthday, 
Aaron S.! 

26 
  

CCS Hall of 
Honor at 6:30, 
Granite Falls 

Baptist Church 

27 
  

SAY Visit and tour 
  

SkillsUSA snack 
  

28 29 
Recruitment: 

SCHS—11:05-
11:25— 

Meeting in  
Advisories 

  

Happy Birth-
day, James B.! 

30 
Smokeless Tobacco 
presentation at the 
Civic Center from 

12:30-1:30 
 

Happy Birthday, 
Robert C.! 

Happy Birthday, 
Michael L.! 

31 
Kaleido-
scope at 

HHS from 
9:00-5:00 

  

Happy 
Birthday, 
Kiaya C.! 

1 2 
CCC&TI Early 
Registration for 

Summer Session 
  

Student-led Con-
ferencing  for all 
current students. 

Report cards 
and newsletters 
will be distrib-

uted during this 
time—2:30-6:00 

  

Open House for 
new Students—

6:00-7:30 
B-104 

3 
CCHS Applications 
due for the 2007-
2008 school year! 

  
Happy Birthday, 
Mrs. Spadaccini! 

  
CCC&TI Early 
Registration for 

Summer Session 
  

4 
CCPAPA meeting 

at 9:00 a.m. at 
Clarence’s  

  
Cooperative Coun-

cil Meeting at 
11:30, Ed Center   

 
CCC&TI Early 
Registration for 

Summer Session 

5 
CCC&TI Early 
Registration for 

Summer  
Session 

6 
 CCC&TI Early 
Registration for 

Summer Session 
 

HOLIDAY! 
Good Friday! 

 
Students MUST 
attend college 

classes. 

7 
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 US History Update 
 

     CCHS history students have had 
a busy spring semester.  In between 
visiting the Biltmore Estate and 
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  S K I L L S 
competitions, there has still been a 
little time to learn some US History!  
We began the semester at WWI and 

have made it all the way through WWII.  In English III 
students have been reading different works of 
literature that have helped to illustrate the different 
unique aspects of America during this dynamic time in 
history.  The Wizard of Oz and The Great Gatsby 
helped students understand the 20s while Of Mice 
and Men provided relevance for the Great Depression 
of the 30s.   


